CHAPTER   II
THEORY  OF  KNOWLEDGE
THE title of Schopenhauer's chief work is rendered in the English translation, Tlie World as Will and Idea. Here the term ' idea' is used in the sense it had for Locke and Berkeley; namely, any object of mental activity. Thus it includes not merely imagery, but also perception. Since Hume distinguished ' ideas' from c impressions/ it has tended to be specialised in the former sense. The German word, Vorstellung, which it is used to render, conveys the generalised meaning of the Lockian c idea/ now frequently expressed in English and French philosophical works by the more technical term ' presentation' or < representation/ By Schopenhauer himself the word c Idea' was used exclusively in the sense of the Platonic Idea, which, as we shall see, plays an important part in his philosophy. The distinction is preserved in the translation by the use of a capital when Idea has the latter meaning; but